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N OUR student days we studied logic. 

It is the science of sound thinking. 

It sets forth the principles according 
to which the processes of pure thinking 
should be conducted. The here philos- 
opher, Heinrich Rickert, said, ‘“‘Logic is 
just the ethics of thou cht.’”’ 

In logic we received instruction in re- 
gard to the syllogism. The syllogism is 
an analysis of the steps in a formal argu- 
ment, consisting of three propositions 
called, respectively, the major premise, 
the minor premise and the conclusion. 
For example, to use the classic illustra- 
tion: 


Man is mortal 
premise. 

John Smith is a man 
minor premise. 
Therefore, John Smith is mortal - 
that is the conclusion. 

Our thinking need not be formally syl- 
logistic, indeed, it seldom is, but those 
steps must be implicit in our thinking if 
we are to reason straight and arrive at 
sound conclusions. 

We make bold to assert that embedded 
in the Christian Gospel is what may 
properly be termed the Christian syllo- 
eism. Our faith has a major premise, a 
minor premise and a conclusion. Here is 
the major premise: “God is Love.’’ Here 
is the minor premise: “‘The love of God 
is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost, which is given unto us.”’ Here is 
the conclusion: ““Walk in love.” 

We should note that in the Christian 
Gospel the indicative comes before the 
imperative. The “‘is’’ precedes the 
“‘ought.”’ ‘God is love.’’ - ‘“‘The love 
of God is shed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghost, which is given unto us.” 
Thatis the indicative. ‘Walk in love.’’ - 
that is the imperative. 

Look at the three steps in the Chris- 
tian syllogism. ;, " 
The major premise is “God is love. 
The primary question about God is not 
the query as to His existence, but the 
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- that is the major 


- that is the 


THE 
CHRISTIAN 
SYLLOGISM 


HERBERT A. KECK 


question as to His character; not is He? 
but, what is He? The character of God is 
the life of the Christian religion, The 
crown of the Christian revelation is the 
Fatherhood of God. That is the basic be- 
belief in our holy faith. It is not a de- 
monstrable truth; itis an article of faith. 
It is foundational to everything we Chris- 
tians believe. The most important thing 
about any religion is its conception of 
God. That colors and determines every- 
thing beside. If we know what any reli- 
gion teaches about God, we can tell all 
of the rest, for it can all be deduced 
from that basic principle. 

An Old Testament writer declares, 
“Like a father pitieth his children, so 
the Lord pitieth them that fear him.’’ But 
our Lord teaches not that God is like a 
father, but that God is a father. He is 
love, nothing else but love, to the bot- 
tom of His being. ““The Love that will 
not let us go.”’ He stands in paternal re- 
lationship to every human life, He cannot 
bear to lose us, to be without us. To use 
that bold figure, God is the ‘Hound of 
Heaven” ever on our trail, seeking to 


‘woo us back into fellowship with Him- 


self. God is on our side. The Creator is 
on the side of the creature. We can say 
with Robert Browning, ““The All-Great 
is the All-Loving, too.’’ It seems too 
good to be true, but that is the king truth 
of the Christian faith. é 
The Gospel is what St. Paul calls 
‘‘The Gospel of God.’’ Primarily it is 
good news about God, what He is, and 
what He means. Since the peril of our 


time is the notion of an attenuated father- 


hood, we need to remind ourselves that 
God is holy love. The adjective is as 
important as the noun. Jesus often prayed 
“Holy Father,’’ and. ‘‘Righteous Father.” 
We could not trust God, did we not be- 


lieve that He is moral to the foundation 
of His being. Nothing can be as severe — 


as love, when the welfare of its object 


is at stake. There is such a thing as the 


wrath of God, but it is not the basic thing | 
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in Diety, as Professor Brunner has point- 


The indwelling Spirit means a new 


ed out, “The wrath of God is not the ul- thought in the intellect, a new love inthe 


timate reality; it is the divine reality 
which corresponds to sin. It is not the 
essential reality of God. In Himself, God 
is love.”’ 

The Fatherhood of God is not an ax- 
iom. Instead of being one of the first 
things that we believe, it is one of the 
very last things that we believe. We 
mean believe practically; and lay to 
heart; behave as though we believed it. 
Only slowly are the implications of Di- 
vine Fatherhood dawning upon us. Prin- 
cipal Garvie used to say to his students, 
“Tf you really believed that God is Love, 
you would stop worying. It is wicked for 
a Christian to worry.”” He was right for 
whatever befalls us here, we are in 
Love’s keeping. “Life and death His 
mercy underlies.” 

Convinced Christians can say with 
Browning, “‘God, Thou art love -I build 
my faith on that.’’ There is the bed-rock 
of the moral universe. 

Second, the minor premise in the Chris- 
tian syllogism. ‘“‘The love of God is 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost, which is given unto us.’’ God is 
not static, but a dynamic being. He is 
Creative Good-Will ever going forth to 
redeem and enrich the lives of His chil- 
dren. What we call redemption is creation 
continued on a higher plane. It is the 
nature of love to give and to bless. The 
Christian God does not dwell apart from 
the world in undisturbed calm. He is 
immanent in the world, ever communicat- 
ing His goodness unto the sons of men. 
His purpose is that we might be “‘partak- 
ers of the divine nature.”’ If the Father 
is God over us, and the Son is God with 
us, then the Spirit is God in us. The 
Spirit is God resident in man for the ac- 
complishment of His purpose as revealed 
in Christ. The indwelling God is the de- 
nouement of the entire redemptive proc- 
ess. Man is to be “‘the habitation of 
God by the Spirit.”” ““The love of God is 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost, which is given unto us.’’ Very 
properly has the Spirit been called “‘God 
realizable.’” A man’s religion never a- 
mounts to much until it becomes personal 
realization. Then he can say with the 
Psalmist, ‘‘Oh God, Thou art my God.” 
The human heart is the true shekinah, 
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heart, a new tide of strength in the will. 
It makes men ‘“‘new creatures in Christ 
Jesus.’’ Thus they are enabled ‘‘to walk 
in newness of life.’’ It is not the Jesus 
of history, but the Christ of faith that 
has made the fortune of Christianity. The 
indwelling Christ is the crown and cli- 
max experiencially, of the New Testa- 
ment teaching. Justification by faith is 
precious, but it is only the beginning of 
the Christian life. The forgiveness of 
sins is negative, the indwelling Christ 
is positive; the forgiveness of sins is 
the vestibule, the indwelling Christ is 
the house. The Grace of God means both 
pardon and power. Martin Luther, though 
the champion of justification by faith, 
knew the meaning of the indwellin 
Christ, for he said, “If any man howd 
knock at the door of my heart and ask 
who lives here, I would reply, Martin 
Luther used to live here, but Martin 
Luther has moved out, Jesus Christ lives 
here.”’ 

We are fallen upon a day when empha- 
sis on the Spirit has fallen pretty much 
into abeyance. There is wide-spread neg- 
lect of the mystical aspects sired ion. 
That explains why the word “‘saint”’ has 
dropped out of the Christian vocabulary. 
We believe in the Spirit in pnnciple, but 
it plays no practical part in our lives. 
Emphasis on the Spirit has passed out 
of the orthodox churches into the cults; 
there, it is associated with glossalalia 
and a rampant emotionalism. The perver- 
sion of a truth is nothing against the 
truth itself. Ceasing to be mystical, our 
faith has grown mechanical. The “‘Go”’ 
and the “Glow” are gone out of it. Itis 
wanting in inwardness; it lacks soul. 
Small wonder we hear talk about the 
“‘lost radiance of the Christian religion.”’ 
Surely the practical emphasis has a 
place, but the mystical is the root, and 
ethical is the fruit. 

The crux of any religion is its dynam- 
ic. The Holy Spirit is the dynamic of the 
-Gospel. It puts driving power into the 
Christian faith. ‘‘We are strengthened 
with might by God’s Spirit in the inner 
man.” “We can do all things through — 
Christ who strengtheneth us.’’ The Spirit 
means “‘God near,’ and “‘God at work.’”~ 


(See page 136) 
The Expositor 


UCH of our attempted worship re- 

sults in a sort of “star gazing,” 

but when we think of our beloved 
dead we feel our gaze trying to follow 
the flight of their spirits, as the dis- 
ciples at the ascension stood *‘vazing 
into heaven.’ Crowded between Easter 
and Pentecost, Ascension Day is easily 
overlooked in our non-liturgical churches. 
Thus we miss the lesson that Jesus, 
risen in person, victor over the grave, 
with no further need for a visible body, 
ascended. He who takes believers 
through the grave also takes them far 
ther. Let us gaze into heaven as faras 
yur faith opens the way. 

After a last visit to Jerusalem, Jesus 
led His people to Bethany of precious 
nemories. From there He had begun His 
royal entry into the city. From nearby 
Jlivet He would make His triumphal en- 
try into heaven. On the shoulder of the 
nountain, where He had wept over the 
the city and promised their temple would 
be left unto them desolate, He ascended, 
but had promised His own, ‘TT will not 
eave you desolate... I will come unto 
rou. 

They asked if He was to restore the 

cingdom of Israel and He replied that 
was not for them to know, but there was 
a work for them to do, - to make disci- 
yles of all nations. And He who wasa- 
s0ut to leave them visibly promised, 
‘Lo, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the ages.’’ But He was not to be 
with them in the familiar body. In its 
ast use He lifted His pierced hand in 
slessing and was lifted away. 
It seems it was hard for Elijah to as- 
-end for it required a chariot and horses 
sf fire. But for Jesus it was natural, nor- 
nal, as, released from physical law, He 
left them gazing into a cloud. So the 
uminous cloud had received back Moses 
and Elijah from the Mount of Tran sfi gur- 
ation. 

By the empty tomb in the garden, Je- 
sus had told Mary Magdalene, “‘cease 
clinging to me.”’ (depending on my phys- 
ical presence.) “‘for I have not yet as- 
cended,”’ (when believers depend on 
His presence in the Spirit. ) He also 
gives her another message for the a 
ciples, ‘“‘I ascend unto my Father and 
your Father, to my God and your God. 
Same Father, same God. Could He not 
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have added, “to my heaven and your 
heaven? Truly, literally, Christ is the 
Way! 

Then, too, Jesus vanished from the 
sight of the two who had walked to Em- 
maus, as soon as they had recognized 
Him. Their eyes had been “holden” to 
His body as if to indicate the physical 
were no longer needed after the Scrip- 
tures were understood. The time for sen- 
SOry appearances was past. The dis- 
ciples had progressed. They would be 
ready for Pentecost. 

So the Great High Priest carried the 
blood into the holy of holies and sat 
down at the right hand of the Father, Yet 
He would still be with them in their 
work, “‘to the end of the ages,’’ and 
waiting for those coming to Him, as when 
Stephen under the rain of stones, ‘‘full of 
the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and 
saw Jesus.’ So John on Patmos in the 
spirit, saw the Lord. So will our eyes 
behold Him when freed from the phys- 
ical. Can we also take the fact that Luke 
writes very little of the ascension but 
more at the beginning of Acts to indicate 
that Christ’s ascension was reported not 
so much as a conclusion to His life in 
the flesh as the necessary prelude to the 
work of the church? 

What, then is literal, and what, if any- 
thing, figurative? Remember, the literal 
need not be material. We ask if heaven 
is a place in the sky, and answer we be- 
lieve it is more of a state than a place. 
The only ‘‘place”’ we need for a heaven 
is a place at the side of Jesus, with our 
beloved, before our Father. As the human 
and the divine are indissolubly united 
in Jesus, where He went, we can go. 
‘‘Viansions’’ are prepared that “‘Where I 
am, there ye may be also.” | 

The body received into the cloud was 
not a normal physical body, but the one 
in which Jesus made His-appearances | 
during the forty days since Faster. Can 
we say it was sort of an acted parable? | 


CLAUDE RICHMOND 


Or since Jesus is eternal spirit, can we 


not say the whole historical life in the — 
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THE CHRISTIAN STANDARD 


Age measure of greatness is a 
test of his character. By this stand- 
ard the uniqueness of Jesus stands out. 
In the midst of a people who were eager- 
ly awaiting the coming of the Messiah 
who would deliver them out of bondage 
he knew that Hehad found the means of 
redemption. No contrast could be sharp- 
er than that between their expectation of 
a Messianic king who, armed with power 
would drive out the invader and his un- 
derstanding of the Deliverer needed to 
bring freedom to mankind. Nothing less 
than total allegiance to the will of God 
and entire devotion to the wellbeing of 
others could liberate men from bondage. 
So He came riding on the back of an 
ass, not as a king on a war-charger, but 
as the suffering servant of God. And His 
word was, “If any man would be great 
among you, let him be the servant of 
all.”’ Instead of promising His disciples 
chief places in the palace, He sent them 
out as lambs among wolves and told 
them plainly, that the time would come 
when men would kill them and think that 
they were doing service to God by get- 
ting rid of them. He promised not a 
throne but a cross. 
This is the spiritual revolution that 
enabled the early Christians to turn the 
world upside down. The prophetic vision 
of redemption through the suffering serv- 
ant became a reality in the rejection 
and betrayal, the crucifixion and tic 
resurrection of Jesus. The Christien 
standard of success is just as simple 
as this, - find the will_of God and do it, 
leaving the results to His hands. It is 
the will of God that the disciples be 
Christkke to the degree that they are 
able. There is no form of success high- 
_ er than taking up the cross in obedience 
_to God and in service to man, And for 
Christians today the question is ines- 
capable, am I living as if 1 accept the 

standard of greatness set by our Lord? 
os Kirby Page 
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CATCHING MEN 


I became intensely interested the other 
day, as | was travelling in a railway 
train, in the ingenuity and persistance 
in the news-agent on the train. He did 
not risk his success upon selling one 
single article, neither did he attempt to 
sell the same thing to all the people in 
the car. He carefully studied the ones to 
whom he would sell his wares. To one 
he came with a novel, to another with a 
magazine, and to another with a religious 
book, seeking to give to each one what 
he thought would be suitable to the taste 
or inclination of each. Then, if he did 
not sell anything in the reading line, he 
soon came around with fruit, and when 
he had failed to reach all with fruit, he 
tried nuts. He also had in reserve other 
items such as smelling salts, cough- 
drops, drinking cups, maps, toys and 
other devices to induce people to sur- 
render their money to him. 

Why should not we, fishers of men, be 
as wise and persistent in studying the 
people of our churches, whom we would 
win to the Lord Jesus Christ, studying 
their peculiarities, tastes, habits, and 
inclinations with a view of reaching them 
in some way? If we fail once, we need 
to study some other method of approach, 
in the hope of influencing them. If we can 
not interest them at first in the directly 
religious work of the church, why should 
we not seek to attract them by social 
means bringing them into the house of 
God to study problems that are puzzling 
people in the industrial world, financial 
circles, the troubles of society, politics 
and religion, aiming by all mean to win 
some? It is a shame that the people of 
God are not as wise as news-agents and 
men of this world in adopting expedients 


to save men from sin and death. 
W.W.Dawley 


We may be like Him if we will. Keep in 
His presence consciously and the resem- 
blance will appear. Psalm 90:17: Let the | 
beauty of the Lord our God be upon us. ~ 
a 
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NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COLLEGE DAY 


The purpose of the Christian College 
n molding the character of the Christian 

youth of the nation, is emphasized on 
Ghristian College Day, and campus 
thapels, college town churches, as well 
1s thousands of communities take part in 
vaying tribute to the historic work of 
some 47] Protestant Church-related Col- 
-eges in the land. 

The increasing need for co-operation 
nm guidance and maintenance of Chris- 
cian Colleges should be brought to the 
attention of the laymen of every church, 
aying special emphasis on the tremen- 
dous contribution of the Christian Col- 
leges to the church, the community and 
the state through two centuries past. 
Now, with the huge throng of young men 
and young women completing studies 
in our secondary schools, the opportun- 
ities and the possibilities of the col- 
leges are greatly increased, and the 
need for lay-co-operation in the en- 
largement of facilities, maintenance of 
sresent facilities, supervisory, and 
-eaching staffs, - all are worthy of the 
inited and consecrated support of the 
otal membership of the entire Protes- 
ant Church. 


NEW “‘500’’ CLUB 


Mid-April will see the new ‘‘500” 
slub, of St. John’s Lutheran Church of 
3uffalo, Martin Hoeppner, Pastor, set to 
;wing into action enlisting 500 members 
yr families to accept a box of special 
)ffering envelopes, and place a special 
ffering in one envelope each Sunday, 
yver and above the usual weekly offer 
ng, to be placed in the fund for building 
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a new and greater St. John’s. 

If the plan is favorably and kindly re- 
ceived, there would be a sum of $500per 
week set aside toward the sum needed 
for the building project. The need for 
the fund is thoroughly understood by the 
membership who voted to undertake the 
novel plan. Because there are some men- 
bers who may not be able to contribute 
the extra sum of a dollar or more weekly, 
it was suggested that family units join 
in making the effort toward the “‘500’’ 
Club goal. 


SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICE 


The Boy Next Door 


Service Theme: Building the Church of To- 
morrow Through the Boys of Today. 
Organ Preludes 
Barcarolle from Hoffman - Offenbach 
Land of Hope and Glory - Elgar | 
From the Land of the Sky-Blue Water - _ | 


Cadman 


March Militaire - Schubert 

Serenade - Schubert 
Twilight Hymn 
Invocation and Lord’s Prayer ja 
Senipture Lesson, John 6:1-14 
Anthem, Sons of Men - Cadman — 
Prayer - Threefold Amen 
Quartette, Just As I Am - Bamby 
Statement of Life Objectives, by four Boys 
Hymn, Faith of Our Fathers 


ee ee 


Address, That Boy Next Door - Pastor irs 4 
Offertory, Song of the Basket Weaver ; 
Benediction Pees on Aiea 
Response, Glory to the Father- Bamby 
(Boys should be in charge of the entire 
service.) Gi shoe 

Wilshire Presbyterian Church, Los Angeles WA ‘ 
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THE PENNY CHAIN 


Some years ago enterprising residents 
of an eastern city started a penny chain 
with which to pay off a modest debt, 
and start a fund for a new heating unit. 
The idea can be adapted to the needs 
of any organization and once started it 
almost works itself. At start, four of 
ficers of the organization each contrib- 
ute a penny, and each got five friends to 
contribute a penny each, who in turn got 
five of their friends to contribute, and 
so, on and on, until the fund needed was 
secured, 


THEY SHALL NOT MARCH ALONE 


Plans for the military have beer mak- 
ing the headlines lately. According to 
inside reports, our military strength will 
be maintained at about three million 
through 1956 and very close to that for 
the next ten years - fluctuating, of 
course, with the prospects of world 
peace. 

All this means that by 1960, 85% of 
our younger male members will have ex- 
perienced some kind of military service. 
For better or for worse, this will affect 
the spiritual life of our congregation. 
Through our Armed Service Commission, 
we are giving spiritual help to 12,000 
members of our Synod in service by pro- 
viding chaplains for them. Much more 
will be required. It has been suggested 
that we receive a special collection for 
the purpose on Mother’s Day. Our con- 
gregation is sending to our boys, regu- 
larly, the Record, copies of our Sunday 
sermons and other material. We are un- 
able to do this unless we have the cor 
rect addresses of our men. Any change 
in addresses should be reported prompt- 
ly and faithfully to the church home of 
the service personnel. These young peo- 
ple represent our community, our homes, 
our churches, in their service to the 
Nation. It is our privielege and duty to 
stand back of them in every way, in the 
same cause and the same spirit. 


Redeemer Record, St. Paul, Minn. 


SPEAKING IN PUBLIC 


This is the title of a volume by Arthur 
Stevens Phelps. Twenty chapters on all 
phases of public speaking which includ- 
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es preaching in churches and over the 
Radio. It may be had from The Expositor 
at $2.50 including shipping charges. 


FLYWEIGHT TAPE RECORDER 


The Flyweight Magnemite is a com- 
pact, 8 pound, weathertite magnetic 
tape recorder designed for rugged use 
and particularly adaptable for use in 
both indoor and outdoor parish activ- 
ities. 

Beautifully constructed of an inde- 
structable light aluminum alloy it is 
practically air-tight and employs a 
governor-controlled electric motor to 
assure constant speed during the full 
life of the battery. A built-in indicator 
shows when motor battery should be 
replaced. Non-mircophonic sub-miniature 
tubes are used. 


The recorder will operate continuous- 
ly for twenty-five hours, powered by an 
easily replaceable and compact dry bat- 
tery. In making the outfit light and com- 
pact, there has been no sacrifice of its 
efficiency. Silent in operation and free 
from ‘‘hash,”’ the recorder is available 
in three models ranging in price from 
$195.00 and will provide playing time - 
up to four hours on a standard 600 ft. 
roll of 4 inch tape on a five inch.reel. 
Write The EXPOSITOR for complete © 


information. 
This shield worked all right three thou- 


sand years ago. It will protect us from 
an amazing number of arrows today. ISam. 
16:21. He is my shield. — 


The Expositor 


THE CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR 
The National Service Board for Reli- 


gious Objectors has issued “Statements 
‘of Religious Bodies on the Conscien- 
tious Objector,”’ which gathers together 
declarations by 56 religious bodies on 
the right of conscientious objection to 
military service. The bodies quoted 
range from the National Council of 
Churches, the World Council of Churches 
and leading Protestant denominations to 
the Israelite House of Pavid and the 
Megiddo Mission. Some of the documents 
‘quoted are from the Bylaws of the Church 
Discipline, some are pronouncements a- 
dopted by national - or international - 
assemblies, still others are letters from 
church officials or statements presented 
in connection with petitions submitted 
by conscientious objectors registering 
for the draft. In each case a name and 
address are given from whom further in- 
formation can be secured. 

Copies of this book are available from 
the National Service Board for Religious 
Objectors, 1105 K Street, N.W., Washing- 
ton 5, D.C., for 20 cents per copy. 


’ 


ARE YOU WILLING 


To close the book of complaints and 
open the book of praise? 

To believe that other men are quite as 
sincere as you, and to treat them with 
respect? 

To ignore what life owes you and think 
of what you owe life? 

To stop looking for friendship and start 
being friendly? 

To be content with what you have and 
to stop wishing for the things you have 
not? 

To enjoy the simplest things of life and 
cease striving for the artificial pleasures 
of the day? ee 

To forget what you have accomplished 
and meditate on what others have done 
for you? 

To cease looking for someone to help 


you and to devote yourself to helping ~ 


others? 

To consecrate your life to the service 
of your church? 
To accept Jesus Christ as your Saviour 
and let your life be an outlet for His 
joy, love and peace? 


SONS FOR THE MINISTRY 


be The Synodical Committee in charge of 
a special appeal to the youth of all our 
congregations to consider the high call- 
ing of God for full time service of the 
Church”’ is particularly pointing to Good 
Shepherd Sunday, Apr, 24th, as the chief 
day of emphasis, though it is convinced 
that such an appeal must be perpetual. 
This the committee will do: 
1. Place in every congregation possible 
a special speaker (probably a neighboring 
pastor) on April 24th. 
2. Furnish each family with a special de- 
votional service with a ‘“‘Sons for the 
Ministry’’ emphasis. 
3. Place in the hands of every boy named 
by the pastor, a special letter bringing 
the ministry to his attention and organ- 
ize a “‘retreat’’ for his personal consider- 
ation. 
4, List the names of the boys of our 
Synod who have become, or who indicate 
they will become ministers. 
5. Emphasize in ““The Call,” ‘“The sow- 
er,’’ and the Synodical Bulletin, the fact 
that “Sons for the Ministry’’ come from 
our own homes, and our congregations. 
6. Take the choir of our Seminary where 
we can, to give our boys the opportunity 
to test themselves by comparison with 
boys already in preparation for the min- 
istry. c= 
7. Furnish helps to pastors and organi- 
zations of young people, that will present 
this subject to their people. | 
Synodical Bulletin, Minneapolis, Minn. 


MUHLENBERG BIRTHDAY 


May 1, 1955, marks the 100th 
anniversary of one of the nation’s _ 
oldest publishing houses. Since it 
began six years before the start of — 
the Civil War, the Muhlenberg 
Press has grown from a little hand- 
ful of dedicated men into a large 
and well-equipped printing plant 
hauing over 300 employees. 

The Muhlenberg Press main- 
tains and operates book stores in 
New York City, Baltimore, Colum- 
bia, S.C., Kitchener, Ont., Chicago, 
Des Moines, Austin, Texas, Los 
Angeles and Puerto Rico, 

Today, the Muhlenberg Press 
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THE CHURCH FUND-RAISING COLUMN 
By Norman E. Nygaard, D.D. 


Dr. Nygaard is a Presbyterian minister who has 


contributed regularly to The Expositor for more 


than thirty years. For the last six years he has 


given full time to writing and professional fund- 


raising for churches. 


QUESTION: We have a building committee 
but they are not interested in conduetin 
.a campaign for a much-needed educational: 
structure. They meet only semi-occasion- 
ally but nothing comes of their meetings 
except their recommendation that the 
Council ‘‘wait until the right time,’”’ but 
aA right time never comes. What can we 

o? 

ANSWER: On several occasions we have run 
into the same situation. In a few cases 
building committees have been hesitant 
because, quite frankly, they feel that since 
there is considerable opposition to an in- 
cumbent pastor, a buil ing campaign is 
doomed to fail before it starts. They are, 
in effect, marking time until he goes. 

In other cases the building committee 
arranged to be aineeties or elected to 
act as a “‘non-building’’ committee. That is 
in order to block a move to build a new 
church or erect additional facilities to 
which, of course, they would be asked to: 
contribute, they maneuvered an election 
in-such a way that they secured places on 
the building committee. 

If the first reason is the principle one 
there are several courses to follow. One 
is to face up very frankly to the fact that 
no building is being constructed for a par- 
ticular pastor. If the pastor is so entirely 
persone non grata it might be wise to ask 

im to leave, either before or after a build- 
ing is constructed. Especially im the case 
of an older pastor who may be beloved by 
many but whose judgment or ability is 
questioned by younger people, it would be 
a very happy circumstance if a building 
could be erected during his pastorate upon 
his assurance that when it was completed 
he would leave. 

In the second place it may be necessary 
to call attention at a congregational meet- 
ing, to the fact that the building committee 
is not interested in building, has done 
nothing to implement a campaign, and ask 
for the appointment of a new committee. If 
the proposal is presented without heat, in 
a purely factual manner it can be done 
without causing any serious break in the 
congregation. ’ 


QUESTION: Would you advise building first 
and then have a campaign to raise the 
_ funds for the structure? 

ANSWER: Definitely not. In the first place, 
it would be difficult to borrow money from 
any lending institution without putting up 
some kind of security. A vague promise to 
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publishes books of theological interest in- 

terdenominationally, novels and books of 
interest to church musicians. Other branches 
of its activities include magazines used in 
church schools and for adults, including the 
Lutheran, the official weekly of the U.L.C.A, 
It also maintains a weekly radio program of 
church news, 


NEW S.V.E. FILM CATALOG 

A new and most helpful 48 page cata- 
log covering films and slides, etc., as 
well as equpiment and accessories, and 
divided for easy reference into sections 
covering God, Christ, the Bible, The 
Christian Chruch, Christian Living, Wor- 
ship and Holidays. Your copy will be 
sent you free if you request it. Write 
directly to the Society For Visual Educa- 
tion, 1345 Diversey Parkway, Chicago 14 


Illinois. You will use it. 


have a campaign would not constitute any 


kind of security which a bank could accept. 
If you do not have propery which you 
could mortgage you would not be able to 
build since you could never get the money 
to pay your contractor. 

If you hold a buildingfundcampaign and 
then, over a period of months, establish a 
record of payment you can go to a bank 
and borrow on that record. Remember that 
so far as a bank is concemed, your church © 
is a business institution. Your business 
record will determine what a bank will be 
willing to doin your case. 

You will probably also find that a good 
Mission Board or Church Extension Society 
will conduct their affairs on much the same 
basis that a bank would. Your chance to 
borrow their funds will be determined in 
the same way that a bank would agree to 
make a loan. 


For information which will belb you in con- 
sidering or planning your Fund Raising Cam- 
paign, fill in the following coupon and mail 
it to the EXPOSITOR. No obligation. 
Dr. Ny gaard, 

The Expositor, East Aurora, N.Y. 
Please send me information on your 


Church Fund Raising Campaigns. 
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City or Twon. 


D enomination. 


Text: Matt. 26:75. Your speech betrays 
you, 
HILE Jesus was on trial for His 
life, Simon Peter was in the court- 
yard below vigorously denying that 
ne had anything to do with the Nazarene. 
But the more he spoke and tried to de- 
fend this falsehood, the more sure his 
hearers became that he was a Disciple. 

The Twentieth Century New Testa- 
ment translates the text, ‘““There can be 
10 doubt that you, too, are one of them; 
why, your very way of speaking proves 
it!’ The Revised Standard Version puts 
t, “Your accent betrays you.”’ Certainly 
Simon Peter’s speech revealed what he 
-eally was. 

Itis amazing to what extent a person’s 
speech reveals his background and char- 
acter. We all are acquainted with the 
characteristic accents of the people in 
the various parts of the country. Even 
the choice of words may reveal the part 
»f the country one hails from. And words 
ised reveal the extent of one’s education 
-- whether achieved in school or out of 
it. The attitudes and motives which peek 
through his words reveal his character. 
Yes, indeed, it is literally true, “‘Your 
speech betrays you.” 

In teaching a child to speak there are 
words and phrases that are harder to 
learn than others. Some words a child 
does not leam until High School or Col- 
lege days. And seemingly there are words 
which are a pretty good test of maturity, 
words and phrases many of us have dif- 
ficulty with, and one is not really grown 
up until he has learned to say them for 
himself. They are hard to learn, but the 
way we use them or fail to use them, re- 
veals a great deal about us. The first one 
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The Words 
of My Mouth 


K ENNETH G. ROGERS 


I Am Responsible 

Often you hear someone say, ‘‘Some- 
body ought to do something about that.”’ 
But how often do we hear, “I’m going to 
do something about that!’’ Many a church 
member will criticize his church but de- 
cline to accept any responsibility for the 
correction of the fault he criticizes. Be 
haviorism is a philosophy which relieves 
one from all responsibility; for it claims 
that all our actions are inevitable re- 
sponses to some external stimulus. As. 
a philosophy Behaviorism has been dis- 
credited, but it offered sucha convenient 


way of life that many are still: tying to live: 


its irresponsible teachings. Some religious 
people find it hard to say, “‘I ani respon- 
sible.’ They lay the responsibility at God’s 
feet. You heard it during the war, “‘Why does- 
n’t God stop the war?” They would rather 
have God do things for them than to do 
things through them. 


But there are some responsibilities © 
God has given to men and women. You- 


are responsible for your own inner life. 
You choose the pictures which will hang 
on the walls of your memory. You decide 
the type of things which will make ep 
your life. Your happiness is not so muc 

dependent upon your environment as upon 
your inner attitudes and outlook. No won- 
der Jesus said, ‘‘The Kingdom of heaven 
is within you,’’ and Paul said, “I at 
least have learned how to be content, 
whatever happens.”’ He did not mean 
that he was satisfied with whatever came 
but he had an inner joy and power that 
could conquer his environment. Dr. Wil- 
liam Lyon Phelps said it this way; 
“‘The happiest people are those who 

think the i? A thoughts. “Tt is up to 


us, individu 


ly, to shut out of our lives © 
what we do not wish to harbor there. ~ 
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Whenever an evil knocks at your door, 
send word that you are not at home. When 
Luther faced temptation he used to shout 
‘Martin Luther doesn’t live here any 
more! Jesus of Nazareth lives here!’’ You 
are responsible for the things which go 
to make up your character. 

You are partially responsible for the 
society of which you are a part. You 
have some part in making the community 
and the nation just what it is. I read 
of a haughty old dowager who said, “T 
never vote! It is a relief not to feel re- 
sponsible for what goes on in Washing- 
ton.”’ Of course, the very fact that she 
lived in our democracy made her respon- 
. sible. One never knows how far his in- 
fluence may extend. 

Your personal life, like mine, probably 
was influenced most by some humble 
and loyal Sunday School teacher, a pub- 
lic school teacher, a kind neighbor, lov- 
ing parents, or a faithful friend. Most of 
their names do not appear in any ‘‘Who’s 
Who,’’ but they have written their names 
indelibly upon your character. 

In like manner, you may have opportu- 
nity to influence other lives in a similar 
way. It may not be spectacular, but it 
can be lasting. All that God asks of you 
and me is that we prove faithful in the 
sphere in which we live. We must learn 
to say, ‘‘I am responsible.” 


The second phrase which is difficult 
to learn is: 

I Was Wrong 

Not one of us is perfect; we all make 
mistakes; but we hate to acknowledge 
them even to ourselves. It is a sign of 
spiritual health when one is willing to 
own up to his mistakes. 

The first step toward progress is to 
realize that one’s current belief is no 
longer tenable. As long as Chemistry 
believed in phlogiston, it could not have 
an adequate theory of combustion. As- 
tronomy had to abandon the supersti- 
tions of astrology before it could become 
_ a major science. Religion had to forsake 
primitive magic in becoming a virile 
faith. These have all outgrown their 
baby clothes. But there was a point at 
which they turned from the old to em- 
brace the new. Jesus came preaching, 
“‘Repent’” -- which means literally, 
tum about, reverse your direction. One 
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must realize he has been going in the 
wrong direction before he will face about 
to follow Christ’s way of life. 

The next step in progress is to con- 
tinue going and growing. When one makes 
the decision to become a follower of 
Christ, he does not suddenly become 
perfect. Many of his ideas and viewpoints 
are still wrong and must gradually be 
re-adjusted. Paul speaks of a Christian 
as ‘“‘one who is being saved,’’ it is a 
continuing process. Scientific textbooks 
are being rewritten constantly, because 
science is discovering new truth which 
invalidates the old. Henry Drummond.said 
long ago,, ‘“Darwin’s great discoverv...is 
the same as Galileo’s...that the world 
moves.” The Italian prophet said it moves 
from west to east, the English philosopher 
said it moves from low to high. Yes, the 
world moves. 

The tragedy is that religion so often 
tries to remain static. There seems to 
be a general feeling that religious truth 
is absolute. Perhaps it is in the abstract 
but we have not attained it yet. Jesus 
was satisfied to tell His disciples that 
His Spirit would lead them more and 
more into the Truth. Our search for truth 
must continue unabated for only thus may 
we grow. 

We can find true religious unity only 
when the churches are willing to admit 
that their teaching is not infallibie. We 
Methodists will readily admit that much 
in the Baptist Church’s doctrine is mis— 
taken, that the Congregational system 
of government is wrong, that the Episco- 
pal formalism is distracting and that the 
Pentacostal worship is crude. But what 
have we Methodists to say about our own 
beliefs and polity? Are we ready to see 
our own shortcomings and temptations? 
When we have faced ourselves honestly 
and have acknowledged our own failures 
and deficiencies, a we are in the 
mood to unite in spirit with all other 
seekers for Truth along the King’s High- 
way. Unless a denomination or an indi- 
vidual first faces self, one is likely to 
to be arrogant, overconfident and exclu- 
sive. Fichte was a follower of Kant; but 
once, after Kant had just read a book by 
Fichte, he exclaimed, ‘‘God save me. 
from my disciples!’’ They have never 
learned to Say, “T was wrong.” AY 

The final phrase we need to learn to 
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say is: 


I Thank You 

A child has to be taught to say, 
“Thank you.”’ After a child has been 
given something his parents say, “What 
do you say?” He has to learn the proper 
response is gratitude. Many adults need 
such training too, for they seem to see 
no reason to be thankful. The difference 
gratitude makes is within ourselves. The 
person who has learned to appreciate 
and to say “‘Thank you,’ has found a 
spiritual element which will keep his 
soul from going sour..Read the Bible...it 
is full of the divine spirit of gratitude 
and thankfulness. 

Certainly, we have much for which to 
be thankful in this day. God has not de- 
serted us either in our wicked world or 
in our inner lives. We should be thank- 


ful for a sense of His presence, which 
1s ours continually. Indeed, when we stop 
to “‘count our blessings” we will be 
amazed at our indebtedness, and we 
should remember that the very night be- 
fore Jesus went to the cross, He broke 
bread and gave thanks! 

Dr. Frederick B. Fisher, in his book 
Can I Know God? tells a story about 
Jenny Lind, the Swedish singer of the 
past century. Just before each perform- 
ance she dismissed her helpers and pri- 
vate maid and locked the door of her 
dressing room. Then, standing in the 
center of the room she sang a single 
note. Whileit still rang in her ears, Aye 
bowed her head and prayed, ‘‘Master, let 
me ring true tonight.”’ This is one prayer 
we need constantly to have on our lips 
also, so that in every circumstance we 
may reflect the spirit of the Master. 


——>—___ 


And Last of All 
He Appeared Unto Me 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


Text: I Cor. 15:8. 


ND that is what counts! That is 
Ave counted in Paul’s life, and 
that is what counts in your life 
and mine. Unless He has appeared unto 
you, 


which we have record in the New Testa- 


ment are important and interesting histor 
ical events and facts, but they do not 
count in your own life. Every true Chris- 
tian can write a history of the resurrec- 


tion appearances and then add, as St. 


Paul did, “And last of all he appeared 


unto me. 


PAUL’S SIX RESURRECTION 
APPEARANCES 


At the beginning of the 15th chapter 
of lst Corinthians, Paul speaks of death 
and immortal life, and bases the Chris- 
tian’s great hope on the resurrection of 


Jesus, he cites five resurrection appear- 


ances, three of them recorded in the Gos- 
pels and two not, and then he adds, ‘‘and 


last of all he appeared unto me.” 


These were important and precious ex- 
periences that Paul had withChrist, But 


this to which he refers here was some- 
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all these other mbar of 


thing different. He lists it in the same 
class with Christ’s appearances to Pe- 
ter, to James, to the apostles and five 
hundred of the brethren. It was indeed 
six year later than those appearances. 
It was also after the ascension of Jesus. 
Yet it was a real resurrection appearance 


of the risen, and now ascended Jesus. © 


And it was that appearance which made 
Paul an apostle of Christ. 


THE APPEARANCE TO PAUL 
Paul was on his way to Damascus to 
arrest, and imprison, and persecute the 
followers of Jesus, and compel them, as 
he had done others, to blaspheme the 
name of Christ. But as he was on his 


way, Christ appeared unto him, and every- 


thing was changed. Three questions were 


asked: ‘‘Saul, Saul, why persecuteth — 


thou me?” ‘‘Who art thou, Lord?” and 
“‘What wilt thou have me to do?” Then 


Paul received the answer that he was to 


be a chosen vessel to carry the Gospel 


to the nations of the world. That appear- 
ance changed everything in Paul’s life. _ 
It let him know that this Jesus whom he _ 


had persecuted as a dead imposterwas — 
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the Lord of Glory and the King of kings. 
It was an appearance which changed ne 
History of the world. It transformed the 
bloody persecutor and the fanatical bigot 
into Christ’s greatest friend and apostle. 
It gave the New Testament its chief au- 
thor; Christianity its greatest teacher 
and noblest example; the Gospel its 
greatest proof, after the resurrection of 
Christ, Himself, from the dead; time its 
greatest hero and Paul a name above 
every name, save that at which every 
knee shall bow of things in heaven, of 
things on earth and things under the 
earth. 


BLESSED ARE THEY 
THAT HAVE NOT SEEN 
When, at the beginning,! said that this 
is what counts, that we should be able 
to say, “He appeared unto me,’’ I do not 
mean that for your Christian life, its 
foundation and its inspiration, you must 
or can have the actual experience of an 
appearance such as Paul had, and Peter 
and the other disciples when they beheld 
_ the risen Lord. I do not say either that 
such a thing is impossible. If Peter or 
1 John had been asked during those six 
years between the ascension of Jesus 
- and His appearance to Paul at Damascus, 
_ if Jesus would appear to anyone again, 
__ they would have answered, “No, He will 
not appear again until He comes in 
glory.’ And yet we know that He did 
- appear unto Paul. | do not rule out such 
an appearance as impossible. But I re- 
member what Jesus said to Thomas, who 
‘had asked to see the print of the nails 
and thrust his hand into the wound made 
in Christ’s side by the spear of the Ro- 
_ ‘man soldier, “‘Blessed are they that 
_ have not seen and yet have believed.” 
That means that for all of us belief in 
the risen Christ is possible. We can all 
have the great blessing of the conviction 
that Christ died for our-sins and rose 
again for our justification, and we can 
know Him and trust Him as our Saviour 
and Lord and Master, as surely as Peter 
and John did. 
. AN EXPERIENCE 
POSSIBLE FOR ALL 

This experience to have Christ reveal- 
ed to you as Lord and Saviour is an ex- 
perience possible for all. That is the 
_ great thing. Then you can say, ‘‘Some- 
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thing happened. He appeared unto me.”’ 
That is the vital thing. This is the real- 
ity and the fact of the Easter commemor- 
ation. 

Here are some of the tests and eviden- 
ces of such an experience with Christ. 
One is that you have unshaken convic- 
tion that Jesus is not a dead imposter 
and not just a great teacher and a beau- 
tiful example, but the Son of God, the 
Lord of glory. Also the conviction that 
you are a sinner, altogether unworthy of 
God’s great and marvelous grace in 
Christ Jesus. And with that realization 
that if Christ has appeared unto you, He 
calls you to serve Him. On your lips, 
too, will be the second question of Paul, 
‘Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?”’ 

Still another evidence and test of a 
genuine experience with Christ is a tri- 
umphant faith, that Christ has broken the 
power of death, that He has abolished 
death, the sting of death and brought life 
and immortality to light in the Gospel, so 
you, too, can cry out, “O death, where 
is thy sting! O grave, where is thy vic- 
tory!’ 

There is another test, and that is a 
manner of life and spirit within you, 
which manifestly is endeavoring to re- 
flect the mind which was also in Christ 
Jesus. It will be a spirit that will be 
willing to forgive offenses, and a mind 
which thinks no evil, but like that love 
of which the apostle spake, which hop- 
eth all things, believeth all things, en- 
dureth all things. 

If Christ has appeared unto you, it 
leaves you with an assurance of faith 
that cannot be shaken. The fact that 
there are those who do not believe, and 
will not believe, will never shake your 
own faith; for you have the witness of 
Christ within your own heart. There have 
been believers and unbelievers from the 
very beginning. As Paul said to the 
Thessalonians, ‘‘All have not faith; but 
the Lord is faithful and will guard you.”’ 
The fact that all men did not have faith 
did not shake Paul’s faith, for he could | 
say, ‘‘I know in whom I have believed 
and am Pees cee go 0 Y osthere 


were believers and doubters from the 
very beginning. 3 
WHAT EASTER ASKS YOU & 


Thus it is that Easter, if it is to be 
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more than a vain show, asks you about 
eens ne, ae ai about your pray- 
Faia about what you are doing for 
s\rist's cause and His sake, about your 
fidelity to the Church of the living God 

the degree in which you reflect and ene 
ifest the spirit and the mind that was in 
Christ. I have no doubt that there are 
not a few present on Faster whose con- 
nection with the Church is loose and oc- 
casional. But I have never a word of 
reproach for such persons. Rather than 
rebuke, I would ask that the Holy Spirit 
may blow upon the smoking flax and kin- 
dle it into a clear and living flame, and 
that He may strengthen and establish 

the broken reed. 

But, undoubtedly, there are some here, 
who, if honest with themselves, must 
confess that the biblical word which fits 
them is the word “‘backslider.’’ “Ye did 
run well; what hath hindered you?’’ 
There are those who follow their Lord 
but afar off, as Peter did that night on 
the way from Gethsemane to the palace 
of Caiaphas. “Ye did run well, what 
hath hindered you?’’ Whatever it was, 
or is, Christ on this day calls you back 
to Him in all His tenderness. One of His 
first, if not His very first appearance 
was to Peter, who had denied Him, that 
He might bring him back and restore him. 
He remains faithful, even if you have 
been faithless, and He likes to appear 
to those who have fallen away from Hin, 
and call them back to Him. The Lord 
said, “‘T will heal your backslidings.”’ 

There will be others here today who 
must think of words, actions, conduct, 
relationships with others, which arenot 
in keeping with the fact the Christ has 
appeared unto you. Yet you believe in 
Him; you once confessed His name, and 
once felt that He did indeed appear unto 
you. Therefore, seek His forgiveness 
and start anew. For the Lord will have 
mercy and our God will abundantly par- 
don. 

There will be some here today whose 
hearts are heavy with grief because of 
recent affliction. How comforting, then, 


is the thought that all of those to whom 


Christ first appeared were men and wo- 
men who were mourning and grieving be- 
cause of His death, and who thought 


that He had disappeared forever. To all, 
then, who moum and grieve this day, 
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Christ says what He said to Mary of 
Magdala as she wept by the empty tomb, 
“‘Why weepest thou?’’ But when those 
to whom He appeared saw Him, they 
were glad. Open your heart to Him, put 
your faith in Him, and He will appear to 
you and comfort you, just as He did 
those mouming apostles and grieving 
women, 

I think of another group also. It is 
made up of those who do not call and 
profess themselves Christians. You 
make no claim that Christ has appeared 
unto you. And yet He is ready and will- 
ing to appear to you. If He was willing 
to appear to a fierce persecutor like 
Paul was before his conversion, then 
certainly.He is willing to appear unto 
you. And that is what He says: ““Behold, 
I stand at the door and knock. If any 
man hear my voice and open unto me, I| 
will come in unto him and sup with him 
and he with me.’’ That means that Christ 
is willing to appear to those who are 
willing to meet Him. He is knocking this 
day at your heart. If you open unto Him, 
you will see Him, for He will appear un- 
to you. Then you will be able to saywith 
that great company gathered out of all 
ages and all races and all nations and 
kindreds and tongues, ten thousand times 
ten thousand, and thousands of thou- 
sands, “‘And last of all, He appeared un- — 
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How Can We Think 
of Our Departed 


AARON N. MECKEL 


fi 


OST, if not all of us, have at 
M some time puzzled over this ques- — 
tion. The great “‘Choir Invisible’ — 

which has gone to sing in the Church © 
Triumphant, -- how shall we think of © 
them? ee 
It is easy for ministers to be evasive © 
when it comes to ultimate questions of © 
this type. There is the story of the New © 
England Yankee who~was asked by a © 
pollster whether he expected to vote — 
for a certain candidate. “I don’t knowas © 
I will, and I don’t know as I won't. 


ni 


Then there is the atitude of agnosticism. 
There is no possible way of knowing. If 
death be the great boume whence no 
travelers have ever returned, how shall 
we humans be expected to know?There 
is far more of agnosticism prevalent in 
Christian circles than. we might care to 
admit. For many of us, reunion with our 
loved ones beyond the grave is an inert 
belief, slumbering in the dormatory of 
our minds. It never gets up and walks. 

The other extreme is the know-it-all 
atitude, the stock in trade of a nebulous 
type of spiritualism, emotionally charged 
and downright dangerous to mental sta- 
bility and health. But let us not despair, 
there is light and hope in the reply of 
Jesus to the Sadducees. What an impos- 
sible situation they present to Him, hop- 
ing to trip Him up! A woman in tum had 
seven men, brothers, as her husbands. 
Now, in the resurrection, (and bear in 
mind they were skeptics on the subject) 
which man would she regard as herright- 
ful mate? 

What an answer Jesus gave to those 
Sadducees! He immediately lifts thecon- 
versation out of the atmosphere of con- 
jecture and quibbling toa spiritual level. 
These poor chaps who seek to entrap 
Him, know neither the Scriptures nor the 
power of God. Fleshly and human condi- 
tions do not apply to the heavenly life. 
For God “‘is not the God of the dead, 
but the God of the living,’’ As another 
has said, Jesus never argued immortal- 
ity. He showed Himself alive after 
death. God, our heavenly Father, is the 
infinite Parent of living spirits. 

There is a sublime reticence about 
Jesus, when it comes to life beyond 
death. He says neither too much, nor 
too little. He never goes into detail. He 
realizes that we humans simply could 
not bear to know too much in our present 
state. What He does, is to hold out the 
mighty hope and reality of etemal life, 
to help and comfort us. There are “‘bright 
shoots of everlastingness”’ to refresh us 
in the desert stretches, when life gets 
weary and we yearn for “the touch of a 


_ vanished hand and the sound of a voice 
 thatis stll.”’ 


How shall we think of our departed 
dear ones? First of all, think of your de- 


_ parted ones as alive, as living and mov- 
_ ing, and having their being in God, the 
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Etemal. The voice of Jesus reverberates 
through the centuries, as He speaks todoubt- 
ing hearts:“‘God is not the God of the 
dead, but of the living.”’ 

There come to mind those beautiful 
words of James Whitcomb Riley, in his 
little poem, Away. That friend who has 
passed out of mortal sight,- where is he? 
How shall we think of the dear one who 
so lately clasped us by the hand, and 
walked, and-talked with us? He tells us 
in his poem: 

I cannot say, I will not say 

That he is dead. He is just away. 

With a cheery smile, anda wave of the 
hand, 

He has wandered into an unknown land. 

And left us dreaming how very fair 

It needs must be since he lingers there. 

And you, - O you, who the wildest yearn 

For the old-time step and the glad re- 
turn -- 

Think of him faring on, dear 

In the love of there as the love of here; 

T hink of him still the same, I say; 

He is not dead -- he is just away. 

Truly, many a modern Christian errs, 
not knowing the Scriptures, especially 
the teaching of the New Testament. The 
glad and joyous burden of the New Testa- 
ment -faith, -- the four Gospels, and the 
epistles of St. Paul, -- is to utter and 
affirm life abundant and eternal in Jesus 
Christ, the Crucified and Risen. The 
entire witness gives a positive and tri- 
umphant Te Deum of assurance. Jesus 
Christ, the Son of the living God, over - 
came death, and opened the kingdom of 
Heaven to believers. The poetTennyson 
knew what it meant to walk through the 
chill waters of doubt. Eventually, he 
laid low the spectre of unbelief, and af- 
firmed his instinctive faith, when he 
seid, “‘Life after death is the cardinal 
point of Christianity.”’ 

Let me make this suggestion to any 
who are bereaved of loved ones: carry 
the most beautiful image of them you 
can recall. Remember them as they were 
while still with you, alive, and alert and 
full of life. We live such one-dimension- 
al lives. We are bound, far too much, to 
the Procrustean bed of materialism. We 
are cribbed, cabined and confined in the © 
secular. We tend to forget that the great 
transcendent realitites are spiritual, and 
must be spiritually concieved. Not long 
before he died, Charles Steinmetz as- 
serted his belief that in the future our 
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reat scientists will discover spiritual 
uths in their labratories. 

We need to get the dimension of won- 
er back into our daily living. Firstof 
l] then, get the main premise right? 
ake it straight from the lips of Jesus: 
God is God, not of the dead, but of the 
ving.’’ Your dear ones live in God. 

Again, think of your dear ones as 
rowing, expansive souls on a higher 
lane. What lives in God is never static. 
- never stands still. When the beloved 
ufus Moseley died, his friend Glenn 
lark said of him, ‘‘Brother Rufus just 
raduated, that is all. He will be equally 
t home with the prophets of the Old 
estament or the Apostles in the New.’’ 
Unfortunately there are those wh 
ave made heaven very unattractive 
rough their weird excursions into the 
criptures. They have wrested certain 
ortions of the Bible much to their own 
mpose. As a result they have come up 
ith a false and morbid picture of heav- 
1, in fact, so dismal and distorted that 
> sane man would want to go there! 
Our Lord never gave intimate details 
mceming the life to come. What He 
yes make clear is that heaven is nei- 
er a Dantian infemo out of which the 
virits of the departed must be “‘pray- 
?’, or a dismal Sheol in which the spir- 
s of just men made perfect aimlessly 
ander. Rather does He speak of heaven 
s ‘‘My Father’s house.”’ And there are 
any, many rooms in that infinite abode. 
hat life is an adventure in infinite 
eing. 

We should also think of our beloved 
nes as retaining their personal iden- 
ty, their precious individuality, in the 
fe beyond. : : 
There are two considerations at this 
ssential point. First, when the risen 
hrist reveals Himself to chosen wit- 
ssses after His resurrection, He does 
in a very personal manner. He is NOT 
wraith, a disembodied ghost, but their 
srsonal friend, the One who had walked 
alilean pathways with them, gone fish- 
» with them, sat at table with them, 
It is I, Myself, handle Me and see, 

, the glorious message they walk in 
e Upper Room. There He is, ae 7, 
dst, their own dear Friend, free on 
sleased from limitations of the fle ; 
He makes it clear that that etema 


life which the Father has given Him,He 
will, in turn, impart as a gift to the be- 
liever. 

Moreover, if, as our Lord taught, God 
is the infinite and etemal Father of our 
spirits, then His own character is at 
stake. The heavenly Father loves, cher- 
ishes, preserves His children, as per- 
sons. He has redeemed us at infinite 
cost to Himself, witness the Cross. He 
has taken infinite pains with us, more 
than an earthly parent could possibly 
take with his children. We therefore dare 
to belive that 


Not one life will be destroyed, 

Or cast as rubbish to the void, 

When God has made the pile com- 
plete. 

Think of your departed ones as close 
beside you in the hard battle of e very- 
day life. Think of them as ‘‘close in” 
when you are on your knees, seeking 
God’s will in prayer. Who knows but 
what they are nearer to us than we think, 


as we seek to fulfil their deepest desires 


and fondest dreams. 

This way of thinking is not an opiate! 
It is a summons for us to “‘lift up the 
hands which hang down and the feeble 
knees.”’ To dry the saddened eye, and 
to go forward with Christ in unselfish 
Kingdom service. Our dear one, late by 
our side, loved the church of Christ, had 
a tender heart for children, was interest- 
ed-in social service to the undemprivi- 
leged. Then let me, rather than grieve, 
give heart and soul to the cause that 
was so precious to him, to her. 

It stirs the pulse to read such a chap- 
ter as the eleventh of Hebrews. A great 
Christian leader (many think it was Paul) 
speak of the “‘great cloud of witnesses” 


which surround God’s faithful servants. | 


The setting for the chapter seems to be 
a huge Roman arena, with the athletes 
getting ready. At a distance, looking on, 
are those who have already run the race, 
cheering on the participants. The wit- 
nesses are the Christian martyrs who 
kept the faith even unto the giving of 
their lives for their Redeemer. The par 
ticipants are none other than ourselves, 
And far out in front, awaiting us, is Je- 
sus, the Author and Finisher of our faith. 
is an inspiring scene. ; 
r Hazen GC. Mec: tells of a mother, in 
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a back country section, who had just re- 
recived word that her son had made the 
supreme sacrifice for his country. [n- 
stead of mouming, she took her garden 
hoe and went to work as usual. When a 
considerate neighbor gently rebuked her 
she said, ‘‘This is Jim’s land and it re- 
joiced his heart to see green things 
growing, because it meant that his Maw 
and the young ’uns would be eating. This 
is his hoe and when I’m hoeing I can 
almost feel his big strong hands under 
mine and hear him say, ‘“That’s_ good, 
Maw, that’s good.’ Working, not weeping 
is the only headstone I can give him. So 
if you don’t mind, neighbor, I'll do my 
grieving in my own way.” 

Let us then think of those we have 
“‘loved long since and lost a while,’’ as 
alive, growing, as retaining the precious 
individuality God gave them, as being so 
close by our side. If someone replies 
that to think that way seems to be too 
good to be true, then | can only say with 
E.Stanley Jones, that it is too good not 
to be true! 

As those who believe in a Christ who 
died and rose again, we sorrow not as 
those who have no hope. Our dear ones 
are out of sight, yes, but not out of our 
hearts. Robert L. Stevenson put it; 


Though he be that, ever kind and true, 
Kept stoutly step by step with you, 
Your whole, long, gusty, lifetime 
through, 
Be gone awhile before - 
Be now a moment gone before, 
Yet doubt not -- anon the seasons 
shall restore 
Your friend to you. 
He has but tuned a comer -- still 
He pushes on with right good will 
Through mire and marsh, by heugh 
and hill, 
That self-same-adurous way -- 
That self-same, upland hopeful way 
That you and he through many a 
doubtful day 
Attempted still. 
Push gayly on, stout heart! The while 
You travel forward mile by mile, 
He loiters with a backward smile, 
Till youcan overtake, 
_ And strains his eyes to search his 


~~ wake, 
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Or, whistling, as he sees you 
through the brake, 


Waits ona stile. 


The Pre-eminent 
MOTHER 


WILLIAM O. ROGERS 

Text: Acts 1:14, All these with one ac- 
cord devoted themselves to pray- 
er, together with the women, anc 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, and 
his brethren, 
O most minds, the outstanding 

eae in all history is Mary of 
Nazareth, the mother of our Lord. 

Artists depict her as wearing a halo, 
of having a face of ethereal beauty and 
the form of an angel. 

Some religious tenets declare that 
she was of miraculous birth, of perpet- 
ual virginity, a saint above all saints, 
and to be worshipped and adored. 

Say no least word to detract from the 
honor due the heaven-chosen mother of 
our blessed Lord. Her character will 
always shine like the brightest star. 
But honor the real, human mother, as 
she truly was, rather than adore her as 
a supernatural, superhuman being, the 
creation of artists, poets and theolo- 
glans. 

Picture the mother of Jesus as she 
appears in the Scriptures, as she must 
have been, day by day. Go to that or 
dinary, middle-class home of the car 
penter of Nazareth, and see her doing 
the same homely tasks that all mothers 
do. 

She won great honor for her name by 
bearing the Holy Babe, the Divine Son 
of God, the Messiah. But she also won 
great honor for the whole race of moth- 
ers who bear the precious children sent 
from on high into this world. + 

Watch her as she goes about her 
daily tasks. There are no modem con 
veniences. She brings all the water for 
her household from a spring at the edge 
of the village. It is still called the Vir 
gin’s Well. 

She grinds the meal in a hand mill 
cooks over an open fire, washes dishe: 
and clothes, sews and mends, her hand 
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urdened by toil. 

‘Some believe in Mary’s perpetual vir 

mity. They explain the other children 

ccorded as brothers and sisters of Je- 

*S, as cousins, or children of Joseph 
a former marriage. This is based on 


2 false idea that a virgin is purer, 
sre honorable than a mother. That 


wholly false and an insult to mother 
cod. There is nothing defiling in the 
lly love of a pure woman and a true 
an, nor in the intimate and sacred re- 
tionship of husband and wife. There 
nothing more divine than the co-oper- 
con of husband, wife and Godin giving 
e world new lives fresh from heaven. 


A partnership with God is motherhood 

What strength, what purity, what self- 
control, 

What love, what wisdom should belong 
to her 

Who helps God fashion an immortal 


soul. 


It is almost certain that Joseph died 
d left Mary with the seven children. 
‘sus was old enough to help. But how 
e must have struggled to keep her 
mily from want. The cold fear that 
utched her heart as she faced the 
ars ahead, is known only by those 
others who have been left to provide 
r a family with two empty hands and 
aching back 
A hint of how anxious she could be, 
ren while Joseph was still with her, 
seen in her words to her boy, when 
. stayed behind in the Temple. ‘Son, 
ay hast thou thus dealt with us. Thy 
ther and I sought thee sorrowing.’ 
Her anguish at the cross, beholding 
1r beloved Son, flesh of her flesh, 
ynter of her sympathy and devotion, 
fing in agony, can only be imagined. 
When it was over we see her led ten- 
ly away by St. John, the beloved 
sciple, who cared for her during her 
.clining years. At the time of the cru- 
fixion, when Jesus was only 33, she 
ust have been over aed years of age, 
id for many years a widow. 
1 am Sina te emphasize the fact that 
is most exalted of mothers knew the 
ame type of experiences that most 
others go through - - hard work, anxiety 
ve, fear, courage and joy and sorrow. 
I used to know a woman of great cul- 
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ture and intelligence, who became the 
founder of an sit BORE sisterhood. She 
wrote some of the most beautiful articles 
of nobility and faith that I have ever 
read. Her name is inscribed high on the 
honor roll of famous citizens of her 
state. 

But the same hand which penned the 
uplifting words of inspiration, also cook- 
ed the meals for her family, washed the 
dishes, dusted the furniture and bathed 
the baby. She was not demeaned by 
such common tasks. She felt the same 
honor in being a good house-keeper and 
home-maker as in her public work. 

It is in what mothers do and bear and 
suffer for their beloved ones, that wins, 
not a halo, but love and honor and re- 
spect. 

After the Risen Christ had been re- 
ceived into the invisible realm, Mary is 
mentioned but once. That single verse 
pictures her going to church with her 
grown sons. 


It is just before the Day of Pentecost. 


The record in the first Chapter of the 
Acts is strange in its wording. Verse 
thirteen tells how the eleven Apostles, 
after Jesus’ ascension, returned to Je- 
rusalem and went up into an upper room. 
Verse 14 reads: “These all continued 
with one accord in prayer and supplica- 
tion with the women and Mary, the moth- 
er of Jesus, and His brethren.’’ 

That is a strange order. We would ex- 
pect Mary’s name to lead all the rest. 
But not so. There was no effort to exalt 
Mary to a position of adoration; no idea 
of building up His brothers into a spirit- 
ual aristocracy. 

If such a move had been suggested it 
is evident that Mary stopped it by say- 
ing, “‘O no. I am just one of the women. 
In the Kingdom of Heaven all women are 


to be honored. Let me and my sons be 


lay-members of the church. We seek no 
honor for ourselves. We identify our- 
selves with all who love and serve our 


Lord, for He said, ‘Whoso shall do the 


will of God, the same is my brother and 
sister and mother.’ ”’ 

_ So the apostles met with “the women 
and with Mary, the mother of Jesus, and 
with His brethren.’’ There was no caste 


of sex or family. In Christ they were all © 


one, ‘‘Who were born, not of blood, nor 


of the will of man, but of God.”” 


Page 129 aie | 
4 
4 


t Mote 


a 
4 


i 
‘a 
- 


i 


ae 


t 


I love to watchthat little mother walk- 
ing down the Jerusalem street to the 
meeting place of the church, surrounded 
by her four stalwart sons. It suggests 
how, when they were small, she took 
them by the hand every Sabbath and 
led them into the House of God in Naz- 
areth. 

Every Sabbath must have been a 
Mother's Day for those children. After 
the Crucifixion and Resurrection every 
Lord’s Day was a Mother’s Day, as they 
honored her by going to church with her. 
That is an example and inspiration for 
all sons today who are blessed witha 
living mother. That habit can become a 
precious habit when mother has_ been 
taken to the church above. 

All Christians unite to revere the name 
of Mary. We can unite with those of 
another faith in saying, ‘‘Hail Mary, full 
of grace; blessed art thou among wo- 
men. 

We can rejoice with her as she sings; 
““My soul doth magnify the Lord, and 
my spirit hath rejoiced in God mySav- 
iour for He hath regarded the low estate 
of His handmaiden, for behold, from 
henceforth all generations shall call me 
blessed.”’ 

In honoring Mary, we honor all true 
mothers for their noble character, un- 
selfish devotion, fidelity to a divine 
trust which is that of motherhood. 

Of course the reason Jesus’ mother 
is honored above all women is because 
she gave Christ to the world, but every 
mother has the high privilege of giving 
Jesus Christ to her children. 

From your faith, by your prayers, in 
your Christlike character, out of your 
deep devotion, Christ may be born to 
abide in your children. 

Yours is the voice with which Christ 
speaks to them. Your smile is thereflec- 
tion of the light in His face when He 
said, ‘‘Let the litthe.ones come unto 
me.” Your footsteps mark out the path 
which He trod. Yours is the hand that 
leads them to Him. 

When you have joined the throng of 
mothers in the Heavenly Home your chil- 
dren will follow you, saying, ‘Mother 
was like Mary. She gave us Christ.”’ 

One of our writers expressed it in 
this. wise, “‘Blessed are the mothers of 
the earth, for they have combined the 
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practical and the spiritual into one work- 
ahle way of life. They have dared little 
stockings, mended little dresses, wash- 
ed little faces, and have pointed won- 
dering eyes to the stars and little souls 
to eternal glory.” 


JUNIOR PULPIT 


THE RUG-MAKER’S SABBATH 
Text: Matt. 6:33 - Seek ye first his king- 


dom, and his righteousness; and 
all these things shall be added 
unto you. 

Sun, a maker of rugs in Peking, be- 
came a Christian. When he learned that 
Christians keep Sunday as a sacred rest 
day, he decided to close his factory on 
Sundays. This was done with fear and 
trembling, for he would have to pay his 
workmen for seven days a week. Next 
he found that he was turning his appren- 
tices onto the street on Sunday, to get 
into trouble and mischief. So he engaged 
a teacher for them on Sunday, at his own 
expense. In these classes the youths 
learned the story of Jesus and His teach- 
ings, and also to read and write. 

A woman Missionary friend of Sun’s 
asked him to report to her how this plan 
worked out, and if the classes were well 
attended. At the end of a year, Sun went 
to the Mission, saying that he never be- 
fore had been so propserous. He told 
his friend, joyfully, that he now owned 
his own buildings, was out of debt, and 
had money in the bank. 

Later, someone else told the Mission- 
ary some additional facts. A traveler on 
a train, sitting near two rug-buyers on 
their way to Peking, overheard their con- 
versation. One buyer said, “I had a 
queer experience the other day. I went 
to see that rug-maker, Sun. It was on a 
Sunday moming and I found the door 
locked. I went around to the rear and 
there [ found the whole bunch of workers. 
singing, ‘Nearer, My God to Thee.’ [| 
waited for them to finish, but no sooner 
were they through with that, they start- 
ed in on ‘Jesus Loves Me.’ I thought 
that was a bit thick, so I asked for Sun. 
He came out and very politely told me 
he would not talk business on the Sab- 
bath Day! He, a rug-maker, telling me, a 
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Tug-buyer, to come again on Monday !Can 
you beat that?”’ 

“Well I was curious, so I went the 
first thing on Monday morning, and, if 
you will believe this, I had to wait until 
they had finished their morning prayers! 
Then I was taken through the plant. The 
factory is the cleanest and finest in all 
Peking, and their rugs are equal too, if 
mot better than the others. I contracted 
for his entire output for the year!” 
~ The rug-maker, Sun, did not know that 
the rug-buyer was going to tell his ex- 
perience to a friend on the train. The 
two rug-buyers paid no attention to the 
listener, who repeated the conversation 
ito the Missionary friend. None of them 
knew that the Missionaty knew the rug- 
maker. But the Missionary friend joyfully 
recalled the words of Jesus to the man 
from Galilee, who came seeking help. 
Jesus said, “‘Seek ye first the Kingdom 
of Heaven, and His righteousness; and 
all these things will be added unto 
you.” 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


THE OTHER THIEF 


Text: Luke 23:33,39. If thou be Christ, 
save thyself and us 

A flippant young man had just been 
urged by his companion to attend to spir 
itual matters. Unimpressed, he simply 
shrugged his shoulder and answered, 
“T’ve still got a lot of time for religion. 
Remember the thief on the cross?”’ , 

‘‘Which one?” asked the more serious 
young man. 

Yes, which one? There were two thiev- 
es crucified with Christ. For one the 
eleventh hour was too late. 

Someone said, “He who postpones 
repentance a single day has one more 
day to repent of and one less day to re- 

ent in.”’ 

The Bible tells us, ‘‘Now is the ac- 
cepted time. Now is the day of salva- 
tion.’’ Now is the time to repent of our 
personal sins and the time to turn to 
Jesus Christ for mercy and pardon. 

If you have not yet found forgiveness 
for your sins through faith in the Chris- 
tian Gospel, our Church extends to you 
a most hearty welcome. 


A pril, 1955 
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ONE AT A TIME 


Text: Ex, 13:21, And the lord went be- 
fore them by day in a pillar of 
cloud, to lead them in the WAY or 

Some years ago the editor of a popu- 
lar magazine had an inspiration and he 
made a list of names prominent in the 
fields of art, religion, literature, com- 
merce, politics and others and to each 
name he addressed a telegram: 

If you had but 48 hours to live 
how would you spend them? 

The purpose of the telegram was to 
use the answers from well known peo- 
ple in an article to be published in his 
magazine. Among those who received a 
copy of the wire was a writer, who after 
some consideration, wired back, collect, 
““One at a time. Irvin Cobb.”’ 


SUNSHINE AND SHADOW 
Text: Ezek, 3:15, And I sat where they 


Sat. 

George Matheson, author of the hymn, 
““O Love that wilt not let me go,’’ and 
pastor of St. Bemard’s Church, Fdin- 
burgh, tendered his resignation after 
thirteen years of “‘companionship in His 
Name.’’ Pastor Matheson was blind, phys- 
ically, and when he was tendered a great 
farewell, he said, ‘‘Have [ not been with 
you for thirteen years, in sunshine and 
in shadow? and the sunshine has been 
more than the shadow.’’ He was then 57 
years old. He lived through 1906 but, 
he did not accept another pastorate. His 
closing days were mainly devoted to 
writing. His farewell address was said 
to have been one of the most remarkable. 
He said, “I have been with you in your 
Canas, in your Nains, in your Bethanys. 
The cord between us has been an un- 
broken cord, and it is still undissolved.” 


SPRING! 


Text: Song of Sol. 2:12. The flowers ap- 
pear on the earth: the time of the 
singing birds is come. 

Our resolutions cannot vie with God’s 
springtime, the wonder season of each 
year. Old loves live again beneath the 
and hearts that mourned and 
seemed lifeless awake once more to 
sing. There is a vital urge in the wak- 
ing bushes and trees; there is a call 
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in every breeze, every brook, every 
fleeting cloud. 

When fields are carpeted with green 
velvet, when woodlands murmur of-hid- 
den loveliness, when perfume is a part 
of every second, and orchards greet us 
with a visual caress -- then, then is the 
time to make a resolution, one that in- 
volves the desire to be gay: to live with 
beauty through the shining hours, to 
drain the melody of living things from 
every day. i 

Youth is so fleet, and - life itself is 
so brief. God, whose loving hand has 
given us this earth, is glad to have us 
thrill to sound, color, and the perfume 
of spring. 


Margaret E. Sangster 


LITTLE CHILDREN IN OUR MIDST 


Text: Mark 9:36. And he took a little 
A CTEES D 

Things keep changing in our world - 
everybody knows it. Watch little chil- 
dren as they draw pictures of houses. 
Just as naturally as kids once drew 
chimneys with whisps of smoke curling 
up, today’s generation draws television 
aerials. 

And maybe this one is due to tele- 
vision. A Cincinnati paper reports the 
case of a man who wanted to encourage 
some musical talent in his children, and 
so he bought them a piano. When he got 
home they were looking at the piano in 
puzzlement. ‘‘Pop,’’ they asked, ‘‘where 
do you plug it in?” 

Every generation is a little different 
from the one before it. Science and tech- 
nology are bringing wonderful new 
things to all mankind. To keep up with 
today’s youth, we usually try new angles 
a different approach, modern methods. 


Jameson Jones 


LIFE AS WE LIVE IT. 
Text: IlCor, 6:2. Now is the accepted 


time. 

A sailor reported to his captain that 
water was leaking into the hold of the 
boat faster than it could be pumped out. 
Several times he returned with the same 
waming, but each time the captain sneer 


edat him and let the warnings go un-. 


heeded. The boat began to give evidence 
of sinking. The captain ordered the men 
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to the life-boats. Then he said, “I told 
you there was plenty of time,’’ and tak- 
ing out his knife to cut the line which 
held the life-boat to the sinking vessel, 
he fell back with a cry of horror -- the 
line was a metal cable! 

The eleventh hour is an hour of haste, 
danger and generally confusion -- the 
thread becomes a cord, the cord a rope, 
and the rope a cable. The time to leave 
a sinking ship is right NOW. The time 
to turn from sin, to forsake every wrong- 
doing, to cut every line binding you to 
evil habits, appetites and passions, is 
TODAY! Delays are dangerous, and like 
the sinking boat, prove fatal. 

Henry Drummond 


THE UNIVERSAL MOTHER 


I sdw the little children of the earth 
Pass by me, one by one. 

1 watched them, idly, bolding close the while 
The hand of my small son. 


My son was sage -- he could not be a part 
Of this strange throng that came 

From everywhere; they were sobungry, cold, 
So pitifully lame. 


And some were crying, some bad lost their way, 
These children of the land; 

I drew my skirts aside to let them pass 
And held my own child’s hand. 


I saw the little children of the earth 
Pass by me ina line. 

They blurred before my eyes -- became one child 
And that child was mine. 


Then eagerly I ran to comfort him, 
To feed and clothe him there, 

To give him what his hungry heart had missed - 
A mother’s love and care. 


And falling on my knees | prayed, "Dear Gad, 
Forgive, and let me be 

Henceforth, a mother to each needy child, 
They all belong to Thee.”* 


ANON. . 


ORGAN FOR SALE 


Real bargain in a Kilgen, tracker _ 
action, pipe organ. Worth $12000 
Recently put in excellent con- 
dition. Must go at sacrifice. Con-— 
tact Dick Morrison’s Barber Shop 
Public Square, Wooster, Ohio 
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| Oi a fund-raising campaign is successful—in every sense of the word— i 
it’s not likely the people who directed it will be asked back for a “return engagement”. 
That’s why we’re so proud that many Lawson Associates clients \ 
ask us back for second and even third campaigns. \ 
A case in point is Grace Lutheran Church in Pottstown, Pa. 
Back in 1952, we directed a campaign there 
to build a new church and said we could raise $100,000 or more. Here’s what happened: 
* The campaign produced $215,877 in an eight-weeks appeal. 
* The average gift was over $387. 
¢ Regular contributions increased tremendously even while building fund 
subscriptions were being paid. 
* The congregation found a new spirit of religious dedication. 
* The fellowship of church members was intensified. 
* The men of the church continued after the campaign to work more actively 
than ever before for Grace Lutheran. 
+ A splendid new church was erected. 
Now we are back in Pottstown for another campaign. With their pledges paid, 
the members of 1952 can afford to subscribe again. And there are newcomers 
who wish to share in erecting the new church. ; 
We are proud to be back in Pottstown—as we are proud to return to so many of the 
communities throughout the continent. The people of more than 2,400 churches have 
found that Lawson Associates’ direction means not only financial success but education 
in stewardship, increased regular giving and dividends in fellowship 
and religious devotion. 
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Lawson Associates, Inc. 
Rockville Centre, New York 


(J Please send the illustrated study ‘‘When Your Church ~— 
Needs Funds.” 


(J Arrange a confidential visit to discuss our financial needs, 


If your church needs debt- 
free dollars for building, 
expansion, or debt reduc- 
tion, we invite your in- 
quiry. Our objective anal- 


4 ie I understand there is no cost or obligation entailed. 
ysis of your fund-raising 8 


potential and a detailed 1 Name 
Plan of Campaign tailored to your I ; 
requirements are yours for consid- I... aitle 
eration without cost or obligation. ice re 
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WORSHIP SERVICES FOR TEEN AGERS, 
Alice A. Bays, Abingdon Press. 256 pp. $3 


This volume will be of tremendous value 
to all workers with youth. The purpose back 
of the book is that “‘young people may be 
led into an enriching experience with God 
and discover His will for our lives.’’ The 
indiviual chapters contain Scripture refer 
ences, calls to worship, illustrations, and 
comments. The book is divided into six 
pene viz., Courageous Leaders, Abundant 

iving, Messengers of Hope, Special Occa- 
sions. For years Mrs. Bays has been issuing 
books on worship and worship leadership for 
young people. Her latest book measures up 
to the fine tradition of her writings. 


KNOWING THE NEW TESTAMENT, Ralph 
C. Knudsen. Judson Press. 192pp. $2.50 


This is a study not about the Bible, but of 
the Bible. It is especially appropriate for a 
study course, helpful to a Sunday School 
teacher, or any person who desires to under- 
stand the historic background and meaning 
of the New Testament with which it deals 
in its entirety. 

One finds the reason for statements and 
arguments in the letters of Paul, the cause 
for writing the Gospels, the meaning of the 
synoptic problem, and a clear interpretation 
of thepurpose of Revelation. Dr. Knudsen 
outlines the significant teachings in the 
letters of Paul and the gospels. The author 
traces the various steps by which the New 
Testament was formed. He quotes from the 
early church leaders in substantiating the 
validity of New Testament documents. Fi- 
nally, after giving detailed information about 
the need of a revised edition of the Bible 
and showing that translators now have doc- 
uments at hei disposal that in times past 
have been lacking, Dr. Knudsen brings the 
book to its conclusion with an inspiring 
chapter on ““The New Testament in Chris- 
tian Faith and Life.” 

This is a fine book and well planned and 
written. A.Wallace Copper 


LOVE SPEAKS FROM THE CROSS, Leslie 
Badham, Abingdon Press. 64pp. $1 


Leslie Badham is rector of the parish of 
Peppard, Oxfordshire, England. Heis not as 
ie tiskncwn in this country. He is a frequent 
contributor to the Chaplain Magazine. In the 
short book Rector Badham discusses the 
Seven Words from the Cross. He views the 
Words of God speaking through Jesus to man- 
kind, an expression of love. The sermons 
are well written and sustained by apt illus- 
trations. The book will be helpful to Bible 
students. The sermons will be very sugges- 
tive to ministers in preparation for any Master 
messages. 
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THE OLD TESTAMENT IN MODERN RE- 
SEARCH. Herbert L.Hahn. Muhlenberg Press. 
267 pp. $4 


This book is devoted to Old Testament 
scholarship. The author has made an ex- 
haustive search into the various fields which 
have given new insight into Old Testament 
scriptures. Dr. Hahn is a professor at the 
Pingry School in Elizabethtown, New Jersey. 
After a number of years as a teacher of his- 
tory, he became interested in the field of re- 
ligion. He has set up courses of religious in- 
struction for high scneel students. 

This book is excellent as a refresher 
course for those who have studied this work 
in the seminary, and invaluable to anyone 
who is interested in a better understanding of 
the Old Testament. A.Wallace Copper 


MARTIN LUTHER. May McNeer and Lynd 
Ward. Abingdon Press. 96pp. $1.25 
Paper bound. 


A man who has had so many books written 
about him, after the course shinees than 450 
has and has his voluminous works pub- 

ished and republished, certainly must have 
something. Rather something had him, - the 
Word of God with all its grace and power 
and truth. The great prophet and hero of the 
Reformation who, as this book says, ‘‘made 
possible the formation of Protestant church- 
es,’’ was never more alive than today, as the 
biographies and interpretations and theology 
relating to him strongly witness. 

Here is a beautiful little book aiming to 
exciting andinspiring reading to all, but es- 
pecially to the young. Twenty-five of the 
pages are devoted to fleas striking color 
plates, and the rest of the text is lighted up 
with exceptionally well done drawings. The 
text itself is very simply and vividly written 
with stress of course on the dramatic and ~ 
colorful in the life of the great Reformer. 
It should be both a charming story for the 
children and an incitement to the older to 
become acquainted with a life that has so 
profoundly affected the history of the world. 

Paul H. Roth 


THE WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD 
Sockman, Abingdon Press. 78pp. $1 


This is a valuable book, compact with 
thought and illustrations. The bases of the 
seven chapters comprising the book is Eph. 
6:13-17. Dr. Sockman deals with the meaning 
of the various parts of the armor referred to 
by Paul. He deals with the need for unity in 
life. The chapter titles are themselves taken 
from the text. ‘‘The girdle of Truth.”” “The — 
Sandals of Peace.” “‘The Helmet of Hope,” 
and ‘‘The award of the Spirit.” i 

The book can be covered at oen reading, 
but the ought stimulation and the challeng-- 


es presented are enduring. { 
* 
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;OD’S GOOD NEWS, Gerald Kennedy, Harper 
’ Bros. 182pp. $2.50 


Bishop Kennedy is here seen as author 
£ 
£ the Lyman Beecher Lectures at Yale. See- 
ng preaching as the supreme calling and great 
oy, he would have the good news told with 
oyful excitement worthy of its content - News 
f God, of Action, of Law, of Concern, of 
sternity, of Redemption, and of Truth, as he 
as headed the discussions, Each has appro- 
riate sub-topics and scripture references, and 
e amplifies his:.own keen thinking with the 
esults of wide and careful reading. 
le emphasizes the new requirements of the 
id Gospel in a way to set right the preacher 
tho “‘may fall into the trap of considering him- 
elf a salesman for a particular brand of phi- 
osophy”’ or his pulpit as “‘simply another prop- 
ganda center’’, for his work “‘must rest on 
2 foundation of discipline,’’ to make effective 
ise of his gifts. Thus he may avoid errors as 
ising emotionalism to cover lack of thought or 
noving every few years, but rather to be able 
o improve with age. All is in a very readable 
orm with much illustration and the polish of 
un experienced writer. This is fine reading for 
yreachers and those who listen to them. 

Claude Richmond 


THE YEARS OF OUR LORD. Charles N. 
irowe. Abingdon Press. 155pp. $2.50 


These 17 sermons on the Life of Christ, 
sover themes from the Nativity to the ‘‘Hope 
»f the World,’’ from gospel texts, by a well 
cnown suburban Methodist minister, writerand 
-adio speaker, in a style that is interesting, 
resh and helpful. The structure of each sermon 
is topical, each division a logical development 
»f the theme or text. “‘The Secret Key,’’ (pray- 
2r has these divisions: Jesus felt the need of 
seing alone with God. Jesus made prayer a 


1atural part of living, and Jesus found prayer : 


1 divine source of power and poise; for the text 
Matt. 14:23. Most are introduced by an inci- 
lent, observation or quotation which catches 
he attention and directs it to the theme. The 


sermons are brief, well organized and well ~ 


llustrated. From incidents in the life of Jesus 
S pointed up the good and evil in life today 
nd the way is shown to strength and courage 
vith which to meet problems. The conclusion 


f each is pointed and effective. The reader — 


eaves each with a distinct sense of having 
een helped and strengthened. Claude Richmond 


*RUGAN’S GOD. L.Emerson Andrews. Muhlenberg 
ress. 196pp. $3 


This is a fascinating story. It is not only 
raphic, but stimulates one’s imagination. The 
ealthy man of Simalcar, havin built a fortune, 
sires to make a god .He found a youth, trained 
im, disguising himself as a hermit. However 
e young pro et. dedicated to God, leads the 
sople forward in their privations. Finally the 
e man who believed he created a god can not 
mger control him. 

Many of the experiences of-the prophet paral- 
1] episodes in the life of Jesus. An excel- 
nt book for youth and adult. A. Wallace Copper 
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THE GIFT THAT 
KEEPS ON GIVING! | 


THE 
INTERPRETER’S 
BIBLE 


Christendom’s Most 
Comprehensive 
Commentary 


The perfect gift for your favorite grad- 
uate! Each volume will bring years of 
help in the study and practice of the 
ministry. 


THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE uses 
the complete texts of both the Revised 
Standard and King James versions — 
gathers together all that reverent scien- 
tific studies have discovered about the 
Bible -- provides practical aid and 
stimulus in interpreting its truth. 


Ready now 
Old Testament volumes 1-4 
New Testament volumes 7-10 


Each Volume, $8.75 


The remaining 4 volumes to appear 
at half-year intervals. 


. Mail the coupon below and learn 


. how to get Volume 12 FREE! 
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MAIL TO YOUR BOOKSELLER 


Please send me the free rospectus on 
THE INTERPRETER'S BIBLE. 


Published by Abingdon Press 


— 


Name 22. 205) eee 
Address 
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Bes 


JOHN WHITGIFT AND THE ENGLISH REF- 
ORMATION, Powel Mills Dawley. Scribner’s 
Sons. 245 pp. $3 


It is a good service to produce an able 
book about John Whitgift, who was born in 
Henry VIII’s time and lived through the 
reigns of Edward VI, Mary and Elizabeth, and 
from 1583 to his death in 1604, as Archbishop 
of Canterbury. His life spanned a crucial 
period in English history in church and 
state, properly the time of the culmination of 
English Reformation history in an establish- 
ed Church, with apostolic succession, and 
episcopal constitution, under royal suprem- 
acy. 

Whit ift was a staunch defender of the 
Queen’s policy in reference to the Puritan 
Opposition and that of other opponents. The 
learned author has given us the excellent 
well written and organized treatment of the 
time, affording needed light on Queen Eliz- 
abeth’s determinative role in the formation of 
the Church of England and its distinctive 
position. He should have said more of the 
of the Evangelical movement which came to 
England from Germany and had worked for 
many years as a leaven there, without which 
the reformation in England could not have 
existed. This book, however scholarly and 
documented, with its list of sources, fills 
a gap, and would be a valuable addition to 
any pastor’s or historian’s library. 


Paul H. Roth 


QUALIFIED MINISTERS 
(From page 110) 


of layman in Christian service and said, 
"the idea that the church is the respon- 
sibility of the minister is completely 
wrong.’* 

"We need a growing sense,” he con- 
tinued, ‘that in a way, any job one does 
can be a Christian calling.”’ 

**A man can be in the service of God 
or he can be in service for his own aa- 
vancement or interest... if be follows 
his calling(in the service of God)... 
be is, in a sense, a minister.”’ AP 


GAZING 
(From page 115) 


body bom of Mary was also an acted 
parable? 

Paul, who had not known Jesus in the 
flesh but in a resurrection appearance, 
caught the great belief that Christianity 
is a life of Christ in Spirit, living in us, 
and based his doctrine on the fact of 
this union, So John has no parables in 
his gospel except the life of Jesus, as 
bread of life, light of the world, the way, 
truth and life. These are the real Christ 
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in His natural life, more than the interval 
in flesh which forever linked Him with 
believing men. 
So Milton wrote: What if earth be 

But the shadow of heaven, and 

things therein, each to the other 

like, more than onearthis thought? 

Let us then, when we worship ‘“‘in 

spirit and in truth,’’ remain “gazing into 
heaven” to set the key for all worship, 
all faith, all work. Let us look up and 
see God, as well as ‘‘be still and know.”’ 
Then let us go back into the world, hos- 
tile though it be, never doubting, but 
facing time unafraid and etermity with 
joy. So let us love and live the risen, 
ascended Christ. Then, “‘as earths joys 
grow dim, its gories pass away,” the 
spirit life becomes brighter and clearer, 
and we gaze steadfastly home. 


SYLLOGISM 
(From page 114) 


P.T.Forsyth was always insisting, ““The 
Spirit is the one true vicar of Christ on 
earth.’’ The rejuvenescence of Christian- 
ity is an imperative need in this hour. 
It will come through no mere revival of 
ritual, important as that may be. The pro- 
phetic word still stands: “‘Not by might, 
not by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord of Hosts.” 

The Holy Spirit confronts us with the 
ultimate decision of faith. The issue is 
joined. Who will we have seated on the 
throne of personality - God, or self? 
There can be no compromise. True are 
the words of Reinhold Niebuhr, ‘‘Human 
personality is so constructed that it 
must be possessed, if it is to escape the 
prison of self-possession.’’ Here is the 
minor premise of the Christian syllo- 
gism. “‘God the Father Almighty, God 
who for our sakes dwelt in Jesus Christ, 
comes to abide with us in the Holy Spir- 
it.’” That is the heart of Evangelical 
Christianity. 

Third, the conclusion of the Christian. 
Syllogism, therefore, “‘walk in love.’’ 
When religion is inwardly realized it must 
find outward expression. “If we live by 
the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.”” 
Itis as natural for the heart experiencing 
the love of God to express itself asitis — 
for a star to shine, a river to flow, or a 
rose to bloom. It is a law of life that 
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“ORGAN BUILDERS MANUAL"? 


and complete parts catalog. Des- 
cribes ARTISAN organs and how 
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Direct Prices & 
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All Organizations 


“‘ELECTRONIC ORGANS’? 


A text on commercial organs for 
every minister and organist, by 


Robert L. Eby. $5.00 
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You'll want to know more about the truly all-new vacation-school course that 
inspires youngsters to follow in the footsteps of the church’s greatest leaders. 
Every one of these ten simplified lessons is true to the Bible, easy to teach, 
complete, and practical. Send for this wonderful introductory kit now! Here’s 
what you get: five teacher’s manuals and ‘five pupil’s workbooks (one for 
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~~ ples from the picture set and Table-Top Pict-O-Graph set, plus the colorful 
~~ V. B. S. Planbook, packed with information for the director and worker. It’s 
ree: a $4.00 value at just $3.75. Kit is returnable if not satisfactory. The Planbook 
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100 filled Bring..$ 500.00 
200 filled Bring. .$1,000.00 


Appealing in its letter -dignity and color beauty 
Epuestans 5:25 gives strength to its invitation to help 
Pricx — $9.00 per HUNDRED — $1.50 PER DOZEN | 


The Church Helper Coin Collector 


- 
250 filled Bring. .$1,250.00 
1,000 filled Bring. . $5,000.00 


Order from 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO. 


19-21 BEEKMAN STREET e 


New Yorx 38 


what is not expressed dies. Some one 
keenly remarked that “‘impression minus 
expression equals depression.”’ The 
Christian life is wholesome when im- 
pression and expression are equal. Com- 
munion must be followed by communica- 
tion; when the-spiritual life is bottled 
up it grows rancid. In Dr. Washington 
Gladden’s hymn, ‘‘O Master let me walk 
with Thee,” we recall the line, “‘In work 
that keeps faith sweet and strong,”’ as 
the love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts, so let.us give it expression by 
“walking in love.’” A wise man said, 
“*religion begins in knowledge, proceeds 
to temper, and ends in practice.” 

Walking in love expresses itself in 
three ways: First, in a life of personal 
rectitude. The criterion of a Christian is 
not orthodoxy, nor emotional ecstasy, 
nor performance of a ritual, but filial 
obedience to the will of God. It matters 
little what we do for God, if we do not 
obey Him. Long ago a prophet declared 
“*to obey is better than sacrifice, and to 
harken than the fat of rams.”’ It has been 
truly said that “reli gion without ri ght- 
eousness is rubbish.’ If we dig deep 
enough in the Scriptures we always come 
upon two words, ‘Do right.’’The Master 
richly deserved the appellation, ‘‘Jesus 
Chnst the righteous.” From the manger 
to the cross He lived in loving submis- 
sion and in active obedience to the will 
of His Divine Father. Bishop Samuel 
Wilberforce gave wise counsel to Oxford 
students who asked what religion meant, 
when he replied, “Tum to the right and 
keep straight on.”’ 

Unfortunately there have been sleazy 
Evangelicals who had a dim notion that 
religion had any connections with con- 
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WHEN PAPA 
READ THE 
BIBLE 


By Chester Warren Quimby 
Nostalgic . . . good humored... 
over-flowing with practical sugges- 
tions on how to read, understand 
and enjoy the Bible. 


25c a copy, 6 for $1.00, postpaid 


Gye Uyor teem 


The world’s most widely used 
_ devotional guide 
1908 Grand Avenue, Nashville, Tenn. 


science. George Fliot tells of a Metho- 
dist woman convicted of lying, who said 

she did not feel that she had grieved 
the Holy Spirit. We read of a Presbyterian 
plumber who habitually evaded the terms 

of his contracts. Professor Bowne used 

to say, “‘some people’s conscience is a 
most singular organ.’’ St. John is very 

forthright, ‘‘Hereby we do know that we 

know Him if we keep His commandments. 
He that saith I know Him and keepeth 
not His commandments is a liar and the 
truth is not in him.”’ Conscience is the 
umbilical cord that connects us with the 
Divine. A gentleman once remarked of 
Dwight L. Moody , ““That man is a moun- 
tain of rectitude.’’ Finer tribute could 
not be paid to a human being. Christian- 
ity is the one thoroughly moralized reli- 
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sion of mankind. Its ‘“‘morals are all of 
sod and its religion realized in the serv- 
ce of man.”’ [t is a grand thing to be 
ible to say with the Psalmist, ‘1 have 
valked in mine integrity.” Righteousness 
'S imputed, and imparted and then prac- 
iced. 

Second, Walking in love expresses it 
self in a life of personal kindness to 
me’s fellows. That word kindness has 
»st something of its strength and dig- 
ity from careless tongues. [t has come 
»o much to signify the gush of a mere 
entimentalist The word needs to be 
alled in, reminted, and then put back 
ito usage. 

Christian kindness has iron in its 
lood. Jesus had the secret of being 
ust and kind at one and the same time. 
indness stands for the feeling of one 
or his race; it spells compassion, but 
ts essential meaning is love in prac- 
ical manifestation. It is loving not in 
ord, but in deed and in truth. 

Never was kindness so imperative as 
t the present hour. This is an iron age. 
‘tuelty has come back, and such cruelty 
s mankind has never witnessed. Remem- 
er six million Jews were liquidated in 
orld War Il. Have we forgotten those 
oncentration camps, Dachan and Belsen? 
‘alk about Genghis Khan! He was a mere 
iker compared with Adolph Hitler. We 
ave become so calloused to cruelty it 
iakes little impression upon us. Let us 
e kind to our fellows for most of them 
re up to their ears in trouble. 

It is said that “everything that Midas 
suched became gold. Everything the 
ind man touches becomes bright with 
ender and shinning humanity. Everywhere 
1e kind man goes he brings into being 
riceless things - golden sympathies, 
wdiant faces, glowingand grateful hearts. 
he kind man, the kind woman is the ma- 
ician for whom the world waits.”’ Kind- 
ess is the elixir of life. 


So many Gods, so many creeds, 

So many paths that wind and wind, 
When just the art of being kind 

Is all this sad world needs. 


Thirdly, walking in love expresses. 
‘self in sacrificial service. 

Popular opinion to the contrary, the 
olden Rule is not Christian in any dis- 
inctive sense. It is a good rough rule 
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for conduct, but it is not the last word 
in Christian ethics. A measured, a cal- 
culating love could not be the last word 
in Christian ethics. The Diamond Rule 
of Jesus goes beyond the Golden Rule. 
“That ye love one another even as | 
have loved you.”’ How did He love us? 
More than He loved Himself. He loved 
us right up to the Cross. The Golden 
Rule is love measured by justice; the 
Diamond Rule is love measured by sac- 
rifice. It is sacrificial love~that is re- 
demptive. “‘Love’s strength standeth in 
love’s sacrifice.’’ To use a vulgarism,- 
nothing makes the world “‘sit up and 
take notice” like.a life ablaze with the 
spirit of Jesus. ““As He lay down His 
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life for us, so we ought to lay down ou 
lives for the brethren.”’ 

Jesus called the Baptist a buming 
and a shining light. He was shining pre 
cisely because he was buming. We neve 
shine until we bum. Back of the Wesle 
Chapel in London is the tomb of Docto 
Adam Clark and on that tomb is a fitting 
symbol of his life, a candle bumed tc 
the socket. Doctor Clark was motivated 
by the sacrificial spirit. He literally 
burned out for God. 

Vicarious lives are the instruments 
of social progress. Somebody must blaze 
the path of human advance; somebody 
must ‘‘live dangerously;’’ somebody must 
‘‘blow an inch into the real.”’ Like Tele 
machus of old in the arena, who by his 
sacrifice made an end of the bloody spec 
tacles of the Coliseum. We Christian: 
are too self-contained; we are too smug 
and complacent. Stanley Jones says 
‘‘We have taken the crucifixes out of the 
churches and put in cushions.”’ 

If. we were more sacrificial our lives 
would be more fruitful. We cannot, like 
the Sinless Son of God, make our life ar 
offering for sin, but we can _supplement 
the suffering of the Saviour. “We can fill 

that chil is behind of the affections 

Christ in our flesh.” The goal of 
Christ i is the Kingdom, but the method o 
the Kingdom is the Cross. The whole 
secret of the Kingdom lies in the Cross 
supplemented by our sacrificial endeav 
or. Doctor J. W. Lee put the truth thusly 
“‘Christ was crucified not to save us 
from crucifixion, but to show how the pe 
fect man submits to it and how all of us 
are called to submit to it. He lays dow 
His life in as many selves as He can fin 
with consecration enough to let Him d 
Here, as we conceive it, is the Chris- 
tian syllogism. This is the major prem 
ise: “God i is love.’’ This is the mino 
premise: “The love of God is she 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghos 
which is given unto us.’ 

If we accept both major and minor prem 
ises, thenwesubmitwe cannot in good 
conscience escape the conclusion, there 
fore, ‘‘walk in love.”’ 

“For life, with all it yields of joy an 
woe, and hope and fear, - believe th 
aged friend, - is just our chance o” th 
prize o * leaming love.”’ | 
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